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ARMY-NAVY REQUIREMENTS 


Estimates of Canned Fruit and Vegetable Needs 
for Armed Forces of U. S. 


The armed forces of the United States will require about 
7,500,000 cases of canned vegetables and 3,250,000 cases of 
canned fruits from the 1941 pack, according to estimates 
based on information received from George Livingston, Chief 
of the Food Supply Section of the Agricultural Division of 
the National Defense Advisory Commission. These estimates 
are in terms of No. 10 cans packed 6 to the case. The actual 
number of cases probably will be somewhat different from 
the above figures, since certain products will be purchased as 
No. 2's or No. 24's, packed 24 to the case. 


These estimates are based on Army feeding experience and 
actual purchases for the Navy last year. The totals, however, 
include estimates for the Civilian Conservation Corps, Coast 
Guard, and the Marine Corps, as well as for the Army and the 
Navy. Subsistence officers have given a great deal of atten- 
tion to the basic information used in making these estimates. 
lt is recognized, however, that in order to make estimates of 
this nature a number of assumptions necessarily must be 
made. It is felt, however, that the estimates are reasonably 
accurate, particularly those of the total amounts. 


The selection of the various items of food, as well as the 
amounts of each of the items that go to make up the total, may 
he subject to considerable change because of available supply, 
relative prices, availability of stocks, and necessity of main- 
taining a balanced ration and variety in the diet. The total 
amount of all fruits or of all vegetables required for one 
person may also be estimated with a fair degree of accuracy, 
hut the relative amounts of canned, dried, frozen, or fresh 
fruits and vegetables that may be purchased to satisfy the 
requirements will no doubt depend also on the factors men- 
tioned above. 


The individual canned foods listed in this calculation are 
those recently submitted to the industry by the Office of Pro- 
¢vection Management and are the ones that the Army contem- 
j ‘utes buying in carload lots; other items may be added 
om time to time, 


lhe estimated purchases of each of these items is a mul- 
tple of the Army preliminary estimate of the number of 
+ wees that may be included in the Army ration for each 
icm, together with the Navy's estimate of total requirements 
tor the Navy. The Army totals cover the estimated require- 
tonts for 1,400,000 men. The estimates for the Civilian 
(onservation Corps were considered to be equivalent to the 
rr juiremenst for 400,000 enlisted men in the Army. The esti- 
mated requirements for the Coast Guard and Marine Corps 
' hen together were included in this total as one-third of the 
«imated requirements for the Navy. 


The estimates in the following table, while based on the 
best available information at this time, must be taken as only 
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3,220,223 3,271,499 


Army Procedure for Fresh Food Purchases 


A new procedure for the purchase of all perishable com- 
modities—to begin with only fresh fruits and vegetables— 
was announced March 8 in an address by John A. Martin, 
Chief of the Perishable Foods Section of the Subsistence and 
Supply Branch, Division of Purchases, before a meeting of 
the Northeastern Vegetable Council in New York. 


“In place of the old system whereby each Army post bought 
for itself,” Mr. Martin explained, “the new one proposes to 
centralize the buying of fresh produce through 30 purchas- 
ing offices, which will be opened in various marketing centers 
throughout the United States in close proximity to Army posts. 
Operations of these buying offices will be coordinated through 
a central office which will be situated in Chicago. Under such 
an arrangement it will be possible for the men who are direct- 
ing the Army's buying to have complete knowledge of crop 
and market conditions over the entire United States. The 
danger of price fluctuation from over or under-supplying a 
market because of Army purchases will of course be mini- 
mized. 

“Each of these buying offices will be in charge of a com- 
missioned officer of the Quartermaster Corps. He will be 
advised by an experienced civilian produce buyer, who will 
be classified as a ‘marketing specialist.’ These ‘marketing 
specialists’ are being carefully selected with the idea of get- 
ting men who are fully qualified, through years of experience 
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in the buying of fresh fruits and vegetables on a national 


At the same time as this program is put into effect, the 
Army will shift from the “garrison” ration system to the 
“field” ration system. Under the former, a camp is fed on 
a money allowance basis. Under the field ration system, every 
unit or mess at a given Army post will get the same menu on 
the same day. Menus will be prescribed by Corps Area 
Commanders. Thus, each Quartermaster will be guided by 
these menus when he makes his requisitions for fresh fruits 
and vegetables on the Army's buying offices. 


A few of the buying offices are being opened soon, and the 
others will be set up sometime during the first part of April. 


Mr. Martin is transferring his office to Chicago, where he 
will have his headquarters in the Chicago Quartermaster’s 
office. He serves as the chief civilian adviser to the Army 
Quartermaster Corps. 


Additional T, N. E. C. Monographs Issued 


A comprehensive analysis of the relative efficiency of large. 
medium-sized and small American business has been issued 
by the Temporary National Economics Committee. The 
analysis was made by the Federal Trade Commission. A copy 
of this analysis, Monograph No. 13, “Relative Efficiency of 
Large, Medium-Size, and Small Business,” can be obtained 
from the Government Printing Office for 50 cents. 


Another monograph, “No. 9—Taxation of Corporate Enter- 
prise,” has been issued by the Committee. This is a study 
of the Federal corporate income tax, examined in terms of 
its effects upon the corporation paying the tax. Discussion 
of other kinds of taxes imposed on corporations, including 
the wartime excess-profits taxation, also is covered in the 
study. This publication is for sale at 60 cents, 


In a study made on the influence of pressure groups on 
legislation, administration, and the courts, a number of 
recommendations are made by the author—the principal one 
being a recommendation that lobbyists be both registered 
and publicized. This study is issued by the Committee as 
“No. 26—Economic Power and Political Pressures” and is 
for sale at 25 cents. 


Meeting to Organize Fishery Trade Association 


A meeting for the purpose of organizing a national fishery 
trade association will be held at the offices of the U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce, Washington, D. C., on March 21. 
The meeting has been called by Chairman Charles W. Triggs 
of the Fishery Advisory Committee for the United States 
Department of the Interior. All existing trade associations 
representing the various elements in the fisheries industry 
have been asked to participate. 


The organization of a national association to represent 
the entire fisheries industry was first advanced and discussed 
at the January meeting of the Fishery Advisory Committee. 
The Committee, at this meeting, adopted a resolution favor- 
ing the organization of a national association and directed 
Chairman Triggs to inform the regional and other associa- 
tions of their recommendations. 


Alternative Can Sizes for Certain Products 


Revisions in the can sizes for certain products as listed in 
the National Bureau of Standard’s Simplified Practice Recom- 
mendation R155-40 have been recommended by the canning 
industry's Committee on Simplification of Containers. All 
the revisions recommended by the Committee refer to can 
sizes included in the summary list of sizes as published in 
the Bureau of Standard’s pamphlet. 

The Committee's recommendation would merely add cer- 
tain can sizes for a few commodities. These revisions, there- 
fore, merely extend the summary list to cover more products 
and do not add any new can sizes to the 41 included in the 
summary list as published. 

The can sizes and the commodities for which their use is 
recommended are as follows: 

Dimensions 
211 x 304 


Commodities 

Add to Oven Baked Beans, Beans with Pork and 
Sauce, Spaghetti, Succotash, Tomato Pulp, Soup, 
and All Fruit Juices, 

Add to Kraut and Figs. 

Add to Kraut Juice. 

Add to Oven Baked Beans. 

Add to Kidney and Other Dry Beans and Hominy. 

Add to Kidney and Other Dry Beans and Hominy. 

Add to Green and Wax Beans, Beets, Carrots, Corn, 
Kraut, Peas, Spinach, and Mixed Vegetables. 

Add to Oven Baked Beans and Beans with Pork and 
Sauce. 

Add to Hominy, 

Add to Oven Baked Beans, Mushrooms, Okra, and 
Tomato Juice. 

Add to Asparagus. 


211x400 . 
211x414 
300 x 407 
300 x 509 
303 x 509 
307x400... 


307 x 409 


307 x 512 
401 x 411 


502 x 510 


In addition to these revisions, the Committee recommends 
that the 301 x 411 (Western type) and the 303 x 406 (Eastern 
type) cans be listed as alternative sizes and that where either 
of these sizes was recommended in the published list that 
the use of the other be permitted. This recomemndation will 
not lead to confusion in buying, for these two cans have prac- 
tically the same capacity. 

The Committee also recommended the following changes: 

Add “Fresh” to “Beans, Lima.” 

Under “Beans, Green and Wax” eliminate 
“(asparagus style only)” following No. 95, 

Combine “Peas and Carrots” with “Peas.” 

Add “Dry” to “Peas, Blackeye.” 


The Committee has announced that further and additional 
requests for changes and revisions by canners and others 
received since the changes listed above will be given careful 
consideration by the Committee at or prior to the meeting of 


the Board of Directors in May, 1941. 


Hearings on Cheese Standards Postponed 


Hearings under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act on proposed standards of identity for neufchatel cheese, 
cottage cheese, and creamed cottage cheese, have been pos'- 
poned to April 21, it was announced March 11. The hearing 
on cream cheese will be reopened at that time. 

Hearings had been scheduled for March 17. The proposed 
standards were published in the Federal Register of Jan- 
uary 30. The proposed standard for cream cheese originally 
was considered at a hearing in October, 1939, 
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COMMITTEE CONSIDERS APPROPRIATION 


President Asks $7,000,000,000 to Put Provisions 
of Lend-Lease Act Into Effect 


The House Committee on Appropriations Thursday after- 
noon began consideration of the President's request for 
$7,000,000,000 to put into effect the provisions of the Lend- 
Lease Act. Debate on the request will begin in the House 
on Tuesday. Of this amount $1,350,000,000 was listed in the 
message of the President for making agricultural, industrial, 
and other commodities and articles available to democracies 
suffering aggression. The remainder of the $7,000,000,000 
would be used for arms, munitions, and ships, and for testing 
and repairing such equipment, and for administrative ex- 
penses. It is not expected that any detailed breakdown of the 
various sums to be appropriated for the aid of democracies 
will be made public. The funds appropriated are to remain 
available until June 30, 1943, 

The Lend-Lease bill (H.R. 1776), the enabling legislation 
for this appropriation, passed the Senate on March 8 with 
a number of amendments. Among these amendments was 
one that made the provisions of the Act clearly applicable to 
agricultural commodities. The amendments were agreed to 
by the House on Tuesday and the bill was signed by the 
President on the same day, March 11, 

The Senate on Monday afternoon passed with amendments 
the fourth supplemental national defense appropriation bill 
and the annual Independent Offices Appropriation bill, Com- 
‘bined, the two bills totaled about $3,000,000,000, To com- 
plete the week's discussion of billion dollar appropriation 
bills, the House on Friday debated a $3,400,000,000 appro- 
priation to provide ships necessary for a two-ocean navy. 

A House bill establishing marketing quotas for peanuts 
by means of an amendment to the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act of 1938 was passed by the Senate on Thursday and the 
House passed a bill providing for Federal inspection of 
mines. The House also passed a bill authorizing the appro- 
priation of additional funds for defense housing construction. 

State commissioners of agriculture and directors of State 
marketing services have appeared before the House Com- 
mittee on Agriculture during the past week as proponents 
of a bill to provide for the development of marketing serv- 
ices for farm commodities. The bill (H. R. 1382) would 
authorize an appropriation of $1,000,000 for the first year 
to be inereased each year by $1,000,000 until a limit of 
$5,000,000 has been reached. 

These sums would be apportioned by the Secretary of 
Acriculture among the States under rules prescribed by 
the Seeretary “for the purpose of organizing, fostering, pro- 
moting, and developing marketing and marketing services for 
farm commodities in such State, with a particular view to 
providing a marketing system which will furnish a steady flow 
of standardized farm commodities to centers of distribution 
and will provide for farmers adequate and readily available 
marketing services for commodities produced by them.” 

The bill provides that funds appropriated under its terms 
“shall not be available for expenditure for purposes having 
the effect of establishing or maintaining trade barriers be- 
tween the States; or for research work in connection with 
siindards of quality or in marketing methods and practices; 
or for educational work in marketing * * *.” 


Fruits and Vegetables in Cold Storage 


Stocks of Frozen Fruits Held on March 1 Larger Than Last 
Year—Vegetable Movement Greater 


March 1 stocks of frozen fruits and berries totaled 
114,705,000 pounds, as compared with 104,913,000 pounds 
on March 1, 1940, according to figures compiled by the 
Agricultural Marketing Service. Withdrawals during Feb- 
ruary amounted to 13,566,000 pounds, as compared with the 
apparent out-of-storage movement a year earlier of 12,427,000 
pounds, 

Stocks of all frozen vegetables totaled 62,873,000 pounds, 
as compared with 61,397,000 pounds on March 1, 1940, 
Net withdrawals from storage during February were 8,046,000 
pounds, as compared with 6,183,000 moved from storage 
during February, 1940, 


The following table, compiled by the Agricultural Mar- 
keting Service, gives detailed figures and comparisons by 
varieties on holdings of both fruits and vegetables: 


FROZEN FRUITS: 
Blackberries 
Blueberries 


Logan and similar berries 
Raspberries 
Strawberries 


FROZEN VEGETABLES: 
Asparagus 
Beans, lima - 


Other vegetables................ 
Classification not reported 


Estimate of Citrus Fruit Production 


Agricultural Marketing Service Puts 1940-41 Production of 
Grapefruit at 40,040,000 Boxes 


The United States grapefruit crop for the 1940-41 season 
is placed at 40,040,000 boxes compared with 35,175,000 boxes 
in 1939-40, and 43,594,000 boxes in 1938-39. 

Production of grapefruit in Florida for the current market- 
ing season (1940-41) is indicated to be 21,000,000 boxes, 
compared with 15,900,000 boxes produced last season (1939- 
40) and 23,300,000 boxes produced two seasons ago (1938- 
39). Carlot shipments of Florida grapefruit through March 
1 totaled 9,507 cars. This movement is about 37 per cent 
larger than movement to the same date last season. On the 
basis of the total quantity of Florida grapefruit handled by 
processing plants to date, it seems likely that the total quan- 
tity utilized in this manner for the entire season probably 
will at least equal and may, possibly, exceed all previous 
records, 


Production of grapefruit in Texas for 1940-41 is estimated 
at 14,400,000 boxes, the same as last season (1939-40), The 
1938-39 Texas crop was 15,670,000 boxes. Texas groves are 


6475 
March 1, Feb. 1, March 1, 
140 1941 1941 
1,000 1,000 1,000 
pounds pounds pounds 
3.861 5.878 4.690 
Cherrie 17,918 15,040 
peda 1.788 2,391 1,024 
6.045 11,317 10,244 
Other fruits... . 21,138 21,034 
Classification not reported. ............ 21,003 24,814 21,821 
| 106,013 198,972 114,708 
7,138 5,735 5,155 
12,500 11,611 10,709 
5,234 5,821 5,171 
| 1,678 1,695 
26,434 23 337 
Spinach 4,358 3,807 
2,867 6,082 5,960 
| 
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in excellent condition and soil moisture supplies are ample. 
The average size of fruit remaining for harvest is considerably 
larger than usual, and present growing conditions are favor- 
able for further size development. 


The 1940-41 Arizona grapefruit crop is placed at 2,800,000 
boxes, compared with 2,900,000 boxes in 1939-40. About 30 
per cent of the total crop in that State has been harvested 
to date. The supply of soil moisture in Arizona groves is 
considerably above normal due to heavy rains during the last 
few weeks. Average sizes are somewhat larger than usual 
due to the abundant moisture supplies. The California 
grapefruit crop is indicated to be 1,840,000 boxes compared 
with 1,975,000 boxes produced last season. No serious 
damage to California grapefruit is expected from the heavy 
rains of recent weeks. 


The following table gives estimates on production of citrus 
fruits for 1940-41 by types and states, and figures on 1938 
and 1939 production: * 


Indicated 
1938 1939 1940 
,000 1,000 1,000 
Oranges: bores bores bores 

41,420 44,404 48,757 
17,970 17,521 19,075 

Early and midseason*............... 17,150 15,600 16,000 
12,750 10,000 11,000 
3,400 2,400 2,800 

06 75 1 

385 228 253 
78,531 75,646 82,261 
Grapefruit: 

23,300 15,900 21,000 
7,800 6,500 7,200 
15,500 9,400 13,800 

43,504 35,175 40,040 
11,106 11,963 13,588 
Limes: 
95 95 #80 


! Relates to crop from bloom of year shown. In California the picking season 
adopted extends from November 1 to October 31. In other States the season 
begins about September 1. For some States in certain years, production in- 
cludes some quantities donated to charity and, or eliminated on account of 
market conditions. 

2 Short-time average. 

4 Failure reported, 

4 Net content of boxes varies. In California and Arizona the approximate 
average for oranges is 70 Ib. net and grapefruit 60 |b.; in Florida and other 
States oranges 00 Ib. and grapefruit 80 Ib.; California lemons, about 76 Ib. net. 
December indicated production. 


Hearing on Tokay Grapes Marketing Agreement 
A hearing on proposed amendments to the marketing agree- 


ment and order regulating the handling of Tokay grapes 
grown in California will be held March 18 at Lodi, Calif. 


Maine Canners to Meet at Lakewood, June 16-17 


Members of the Maine Canners Association will hold their 
summer session at Lakewood, near Skowhegan, Maine, on 
June 16 and 17. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 


Carlot shipments of snap and lima beans, tomatoes, and 
green peas, and citrus fruits were larger during the week 
ending March 8, 1941, than during the comparable week of 
1940, according to the Agricultural Marketing Service. Car- 
lot shipments of spinach and miscellaneous vegetables directly 
competing with canned vegetables were smaller. 


The following table, compiled from statistics of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, gives detailed comparisons of 
carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vegetables and 
fruits: 


Week ending —- Season total to— 

Mar. 8, Mar. 8, Mar. 1, Mar. 8, Mar. 8, 

VEGETABLES 1940 1041 1941 1940 1941 

Beans, snap and lima.......... 3 19 19 1,653 2,301 
79 2u4 242 «1,128 =1,221 
346 268 283 «3,524 3,537 

Others: 
Domestic, competing directly. 1,062 1,583 1,426 37,264 35,004 
Imports competing directly. . . 39 68 61 259 506 
Imports competing indirectly . 62 65 71 «42,276 2,045 
FRUITS 

Citrus, domestic. ............. 3,814 4,727 3,761 86,587 87,850 
Others, domestic.............. 40 42 43° (15,719 15,189 


Pea Shipments Larger Than Last Year 


Shipments of canned peas out of canners’ hands during 
February, 1941, were 783,480 cases larger than shipments 
during February, 1940, according to figures compiled by the 
Association's Division of Statistics. Shipments during the 
past season were 4,600,846 cases larger than during the 
previous season. Stocks on March 1, 1941, were somewhat 
smaller than on March 1, 1940. 


The table below shows comparable figures of stocks and 
shipments for specified dates: 


1939-40 1940-41 
Cases 


Cases 
Total stocks March 1.............. 7,144,963 6,708,168 
Shipments during 1,562,787 2,346,207 
Shipments June 1 to March 1... 16,607 21,208,479 


The following table shows stocks on February 1, 1941, 
in canners’ hands, and shipments for specified periods by 
regions and by varities: 

Stocks Shipments Shipments 
during February June 1 to March | 


1940 1940 1941 1939-40 1040-41 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 


M 
Alaskas. . 33,203 836,926 13,288 12,306 110,360 157,375 
Sweets... .. 655,175 665,046 115,321 156,532 1,215,579 1,732,704 
Mid-Atlantic: 
Alaskas.... 82,113 237,108 53,006 74,400 1,267,213 1,886,251 
Sweets..... 83,083 115,022 8,205 16,135 170,558 465,050 
Mid-West 


Alaskas.... 1,458,246 2,003,383 450,407 787,254 4,910,525 6,770,103 
Sweets..... 2,300,158 2,182,444 504,363 770,883 4,423,750 5,480,013 


Western: 
Alaskas.... 8,364 9,460 2,728 -3,040 148,815 81,026 
Sweets..... 2,463,661 1,547,870 415,460 532,706 4,351,824 4,634,007 
Total U, 
Alaskas. . 


1,681,086 2,286,877 519,420 870,011 6,436,013 8,805,955 
76, 


Sweets..... 5,662,977 4,511,201 1,043,358 1,476,256 10,170,720 12,313,124 
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Stocks and Shipments of Canned Corn 


Shipments of canned corn out of canners’ hands during 
February, 1941, amounted to over 300,000 cases more than 
during February, 1940, according to figures compiled by the 
Association's Division of Statistics. Stocks in canners’ hands 
on March 1, 1941, were over 3,700,000 cases larger than on 
March 1, 1940, 


The following table gives comparative figures on stocks 
and shipments: 


Stocks: 
March 1, 1041 
February 1, 1041 
Mareh 1, 1940 
Shipments during: 
February, 1041 
February, 1940 
August 1, 1940, to March 1, 1041 
August 1, 1939, to March 1, 1940 


In the following table are shown by regions and varieties 
the stocks in canners’ hands on March 1, 1941: 


Cream style: 


Narrow Grain 

Country Gentleman 

Crosby 

Bantam Golden 
Whole kernel: 

Bantam Golden 

White 


414,471 1,871,419 
244,307 142,427 
4,153,620 

108 ,096 


February shipments of corn on the cob amounted to 40,031 
cases; of which Eastern canners shipped 7,015 cases and 
Western canners shipped 33,016 cases. 


Santa Fe Railway Releases Claim to Public Land 


The claim of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad 
Company to approximately 1,400,000 acres of public land 
in Arizona and New Mexico has been “cancelled out” after 
75 years of railroad land grant negotiations, with the ap- 
proval of a land grant claim release submitted by that rail- 
road, Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes announced 
March 13. 

The release of the Santa Fe constitutes the second instance 
in which land is being relinquished to the government under 
provisions of the Transportation Act of 1940. The first 
relinquishment, made by the Southern Pacific Railroad, 
involved about 2,000,000 acres of public land in Southern 
California. 

Approval of the release by Secretary Ickes clears the track 
for the Santa Fe to take advantage of increased rates for 
certain classes of government freight and passenger business 
on mileage of its early land-grant road predecessor, the 
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company, from Isleta, New 
Mexico, to the Colorado River in Arizona in the vicinity of 
Needles, California. Under the Transportation Act, rail- 
roads originally constructed with the aid of public land may 
discontinue preferential reduced rates for certain forms of 
Government traffic if, as and when the roads receive ap- 
proval by the Secretary of the Interior of a formal release 
of any claim under such grants. 

The Secretary of the Interior also announced his ap- 
proval of a release submitted by the Duluth, South Shore 
and Atlantic Railway Company, covering land grant terri- 
tory of its predecessor, the Marquette, Houghton and Ontena- 
gon Railroad Company from Marquette, via Negaunee to 
L’Anse, in Michigan. 


Consumption of Materials by Canning Industry 


Supplementing preliminary reports on the canning and pre- 
serving industry, summarized in the INrormation Letrer 
for January 4, the Census Bureau has issued statistics on the 
consumption of materials in these industries (except fish) 
during 1939, These statistics cover the quantity and cost of 
beet, cane, and corn sugar, the cost of fruits and vegetables, 
and the cost of containers, boxes, cartons, etc. 

The entire industry sub-group used 624,571,391 pounds of 
suge: costing $28,158,853, and paid $181,889,734 for fruits 


Materials consumed 


351,063 215 53 
$15,775,531 109, $2, 


Pounds 


$153 542,234 
$136 , 537,314 


113,746 , 207 880, 110, 12 


and vegetables, and $171,349,936 for containers, etc. This 
particular industrial sub-group is the third largest user of 
sugar among the food and beverage industries, which alto- 
gether use a total of 4,634,711,850 pounds of sugar, costing 
$211,622,920. Total output of sugar refiners during 1939 
amounted to 11,983,459,800 pounds of all types of sugar. 

The following table shows the consumption of materials 
and commodities used in each of the five industries in the 
canning and preserving sub-group: 


Salad dressings 
industry 


Quick-frozen 
foods industry 


99.7 100.0 


493,255 7,700 496 
418,252 $347,418 
334 
$566 , 200 
40,990,745 
1,847 


74 
505 


117,176 
457 
$1,546,221 
$11,317,387 


Cases 
Eastern States Western States 
Cases Casea 
Evergreen 331,824 243,146 
108 , 284 204,123 
d 
7 
l, 
Canned and dried Pickled fruits 
, fruits and Preserves, jams, and vegetables 
vegetables (in- jellies, and and vegetable 
PC cluding canned fruit butters sauces and 
soups) industry seasonings 
industry industry 
Perce tage of industry reporting consumption of materials......... 99.9 99.8 99.4 
Sugar: 
Beot sugar: 
13 Cane sugar: 
Corn sugar: 
Containers, bones, cartons, $7 804,255 $14,366 288 $1,324,002 
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Retail Costs of Food During February 


Prices of canned foods were lower in the retail market 
during February, 1941, than during the corresponding month 
a year earlier, according to a report just issued by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. The costs of all foods however, were 
slightly higher in February this year. Canned fruits and vege- 
tables included in the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ index of 
retail prices averaged 1.21 per cent lower in February, 1941, 
than in February, 1940. All foods included in the Bureau's 
report averaged 1.3 per cent higher in February this year. 

Pork prices in retail stores went up sharply during Febru- 
ary, staples like coffee, sugar, and lard were moderately 
higher, and prices of some fresh vegetables went up because 
of the rainy season in winter vegetable producing areas. All 
these advances in the grocery bill were almost entirely offset 
by the large (124% per cent) seasonal cut in egg prices and 
by lower prices for beef and fish, and canned foods. 


The principal canned food prices that were lower in Febru- 
ary were canned peas, 3.6 per cent lower, and canned peaches, 
3.5 per cent lower than a year ago. Canned corn and canned 
pineapple were both somewhat higher than in February, 
1940. The fact that the retail prices of canned peas have 
been lower than last year has no doubt been an important 
factor contributing to the large movement of canned peas 
into consuming channels. Shipments of peas out of canners’ 
hands since the first of January, 1941, total 4,798,056 cases. 
Comparable movement for January and February, 1940, was 
only 3,161,424 cases. The largest consumption for peas for 
any previous year was 1938-39 when the shipments out of 
canners’ hands for January and February (1939) totaled 
3,650,504 cases. It would appear, therefore, that the large 
movement of peas out of canners’ hands is a reflection of the 
relatively low retail prices of canned peas and that the peas 
are moving into consuming channels. 


Not only are canned foods cheaper than a year ago but 
the prices are lower than the average for 1935-39, From 
February 18, 1941, the average retail prices of canned foods 
was 91.9 per cent of the five-year average, 1935-39. Fresh 
fruits and vegetable prices were 93.3 per cent of the five- 
year average. All foods taken as a group were 97.9 per cent 
of the five-year average. Of all of the food groups, canned 
foods was the cheapest in February, except for eggs which 
are normally low in price at this season of the year. 


Studies of the relation of retail prices to the amount of 
canned foods consumed show that when canned food prices 
are relatively lower than the prices of other foods with which 
they compete in the retail market the volume of canned food 
sales usually increases. It would appear therefore, that the 
increased movement of canned foods out of canners’ hands 
can be explained in part by the fact that canned food prices 
are now and have been for some time, relatively lower than 
the prices of other foods. 


Oregon Senate Passes Food Bill 


The Oregon State Senate has passed House bill 79, a bill 
to regulate and control food products intended for human 
consumption. The bill conforms in form and text with the 


food sections of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. 


Stocks and Shipments of Pitted Red Cherries 


Stocks of pitted red cherries in canners’ hands on March 1, 
1941, were larger than on the corresponding date of 1940, 
according to figures compiled by the Association's Division 
of Statistics. Shipments during February, 1941, however, 
were also larger than during February, 1940. Shipments of 
No, 2's during the period July 1, 1940, to March 1, 1941, were 
smaller than during the corresponding months of the preced- 
ing year, but shipments of No. 10’s were about 40,000 cases 
larger. 

The following table compares stocks and shipments for 
selected dates: 


1939 40 1940-41 
No. 2's No. 10's No. 2's No. 10's 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Shipments for February......... 1,042 44,023 146,921 62.250 


Bhipmenta July 1 to March i. 905,488 1,469,049 968,773 


In the oy table, are shown stocks of pitted red cher- 


ries on March 1 by regions, together with shipments during 
February: 
24/2 6/10 Mise. Total 
New York and Pennsylvania: Cases Cases Cases =. Cases 
Stocks: sold not shipped......... 19,465 16,285 3,906 30,746 
Stocks: unsold... $1,403 13,020 5,202 50,615 
868 30,205 9,288 90,361 
Shipments for February.......... 20,483 88,115 1,041 30,539 
Mich., Wis., and Ohio: 
Stocks: sold not shipped......... 199,661 58,866 604 250,131 
125,749 8,874 377.973 
443,011 184,615 9,478 637,104 
Shipments for February......... . 121,674 38,050 14,514 174,247 
Western States: 
Stocks: sold not shipped......... 12,341 22,526 5,769 40,636 
15,260 61,861 4.215 81,345 
Stocks: 27,610 84,387 9,084 121,981 
Shipments for February.......... 4,764 16,085 43421, 283 
Total United States: 
Stocks: sold not shipped......... 231,467 97,677 10.369 339,513 
200,022 201,530 18,381 500,933 
521,489 200.207 28,750 840,446 
Shipments for February.......... 146,921 62,250 16,889 226,000 
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